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Welcome Grammar Gallery Travelers! 

I’m very happy that you decided to join my tour of the West. This is a 

picture of me in front of my home in Southern California. I live close 

to many tourist attractions, including Hollywood, Disneyland, and 

miles and miles of beaches, but we’re going to make our first stop in 

Northern California. During this virtual vacation, we’ll travel to many 

places in the Western region of the United States. We’ll also learn 

about the language spoken in the West and across the United States—

ENGLISH! Pay close attention to the “Let’s Look at the Language” 

boxes. When our trip is over, you’ll have a chance to earn vacation 

points when you answer questions about what you read. 

Have fun!   

Virginia, Grammar Gallery Tour Guide 

  

California, Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, 
Colorado, and Arizona 
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The West is a region of the United States. Eleven of the states in the Western region are contiguous, meaning they share boundaries with 
one another: Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming. Another 
Western state, Alaska, is a peninsula on the northernmost part of the North American Continent. Its closest neighbors are the countries of 
Canada and Russia. Hawaii, the 13th state in the Western region, is an archipelago, or group of islands, in the Pacific Ocean.  

You will find many geographical and climate extremes in the Western states:  

• The highest elevation in the United States is Mt. Whitney in Alaska. Alaska is also the cloudiest state. The coldest recorded 
temperature in the country was -75 degrees in Tanacross, Alaska.  

• The hottest recorded temperature was 134 degrees in Death Valley, California. This is also the lowest spot in the country. Many 
people think California has the best climate because it is generally not too hot or cold. On a list of the 10 most popular cities to visit 
in the United States, three cities are in California—San Diego, Los Angeles, and San Francisco.  

• The wettest spot in the United States is on the island of Kauai in Hawaii. The driest state is Nevada.  
• Yuma, Arizona is the sunniest place in the country, and Colorado is the snowiest state.  

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

The words shown in green are called superlative 
adjectives. We use superlative adjectives to compare a 
person/group, place, or thing with two or more other 
people/groups, places, or things. Many superlatives 
are formed by adding –est or –st to the end of the 
adjective: closest, highest. If the adjective has more 
than two syllables and does not end with –y, we put 
the word most before the adjective to make it a 
superlative: most popular. Some superlatives are 
irregular and do not follow any rules. For example, 
best is the superlative form of the adjective good. 

 

    

       
 

 

 

What is the West? 
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Let’s Look at the Language 

A contraction is a shortened form of a word or words. An apostrophe (’) usually marks the letters that are 
left out. The words shown above in green are contractions. We use contractions often in speech and 
informal writing. Contractions make English speaking and writing sound more fluid and conversational. 
SPECIAL NOTE: Many people confuse the contraction it’s, which stands for it is, with the possessive form its. 
The possessive form of it is its. Here’s a sentence to help you remember this rule: It’s [it is] called the Golden 
Gate Bridge, but its [the bridge’s] color is red.  

 

 

Fasten your seat belts! We’re going to drive north on the California 
coast to San Francisco. The city is located between San Francisco 
Bay and the Pacific Ocean. The land is hilly and very steep. 
Historically, San Francisco was one of the most important harbors in 
North America. Today, the city covers 50 square miles and is home 
to almost 800,000 people. You can visit museums, go to the opera, or 
see professional sports teams play in San Francisco. The city also 
has amazing restaurants, featuring outstanding seafood, Italian 
cuisine, and Chinese food. We’re going to make a quick stop at 
Fisherman’s Wharf to buy some of San Francisco’s famous 
sourdough bread. We’ll have a picnic at the Golden Gate Park. 
There’s a playground, museum, flowers, and lots of plants and trees 
there. Can you see the Golden Gate Bridge up ahead? It opened in 
1937 and is the world’s largest suspension bridge. It’s called the 
“Golden” Gate Bridge because the bridge is the iconic entry to 
California, which is known as the golden state. The bridge is actually 
painted red. It’s a great place to view the city’s skyline. Can you see 
Fisherman’s Wharf? Nob Hill? There’s Alcatraz Island over there!  

 

 Golden Gate Bridge 

 sourdough bread 
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 Fisherman’s Wharf 

 Golden Gate Park 

 Alcatraz Island 
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Let’s Look at the Language 

We use the present perfect progressive tense to indicate that the action 
or condition is continuing from the past into the present time and 
possibly into the future. The words shown in orange (have been filling, 
has been floating) are examples of the present perfect progressive 
tense.  To form the present perfect progressive tense we use has been 
or have been with a present participle (the -ing form of a verb). 

 

Almost 8,000 years ago, a volcano in Oregon called Mount 
Mazama erupted. This eruption caused the top of the 
mountain to collapse, forming a large crater (or 
indentation) where the mountaintop once stood. Scientists 
call this kind of crater a caldera. Over hundreds of years, 
snow and rain have been filling the caldera with crystal 
clear water. Today we call this body of water Crater Lake.  

Crater Lake National Park is open all year round, but  
visitors often come in the summer. Most of the year it’s too 
cold and snowy to visit! July is the perfect time for us to go 
hiking, camping, or fishing.  Did I mention that the lake is 
stocked with salmon and trout?  

Don’t try to go swimming. The water is very cold and very 
deep—almost 2,000 feet deep! Crater Lake is one of the 10 
deepest lakes in the world and the deepest one in the 
United States.  

If you see something very large floating in the lake, don’t 
be alarmed. You’re probably looking at the “Old Man” of 
Crater Lake. It’s a tree that has been floating upright in 
Crater Lake for more than 100 years. Well, today, it’s more 
of a stump than a tree. The wind transports the “Old Man” 
to different locations all around the lake.  

The Klamath tribe considers Crater Lake a sacred place. 
Members of the tribe climb the walls of the caldera and 
perform other difficult tasks as part of their coming-of-age 
rituals. The lake is so important to all Oregon residents 
that you can find its image on the state’s license plates and 
on Oregon’s commemorative quarter. 
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About 8,000 to 13,000 people try to climb Mount Rainer every 
year, but it’s extremely difficult to climb. On average, only half the 
people who start the climb actually make it to the top. At 14,410 
feet, Mount Rainier is the tallest mountain in Washington. On a 
clear day, people across southeastern Washington and 
northeastern Oregon can see it. They usually refer to it as “the 
Mountain.” Officially, Mount Rainer is an active volcano, but the 
last time it erupted was in 1898. That seems like a long time ago, 
but scientists still consider Mount Rainier one of 16 volcanoes in 
the world with the greatest probability of causing death and 
destruction if it erupts again. I think July and August are the best 
months to visit because the weather is sunny and mild. During 
these summer months, Mount Rainier National Park is a paradise 
for hikers, photographers, picnickers, and campers. If you come 
back in the winter, you can go skiing and snowshoeing, but 
personally I only like warm weather activities!  

 

 

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

An adverb describes or adds meaning to a verb, an adjective, 
another adverb, or a phrase or sentence. An adverb can 
indicate how, how much, when, where, or how frequently. 
Many adverbs are easy to recognize because they end with 
the letters –ly: extremely, officially. Specialized adverbs are 
words such as already, yet, still, and anymore. In the sentence 
above, the adverb still refers to something that began in the 
past, but continues into the present. 

 

  
 

 

 People climbing 
Mt. Rainier 
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Idaho is known for its potatoes. However, going to a potato farm 
may be someone else’s idea of a vacation, but it’s certainly not 
ours. Right? Right! Instead, we’re heading for central Idaho’s 
Shoshone Falls, a beautiful waterfall on the Snake River. Shoshone 
Falls is huge—about 1,000 feet wide and 212 foot high. It’s most 
spectacular in the spring when more water flows down the river, 
but we’ll still see a beautiful water display this month.  

There used to be a lot of salmon in the river at the base of the falls. 
For the Shoshone and other tribes that lived in the area, salmon 
was a major part of their diet. On an 1843 expedition to the area, 
it was reported that a person could throw a spear at random into 
the base of the falls and hit a salmon. Now, that may be an 
exaggeration, but there were certainly a lot more salmon in those 
days! After we walk around the falls, let’s drive to into Twin Falls, 
a little town that’s only a few miles away. Is your stomach 
growling? I think my stomach is asking for potatoes!  

 

 

 

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

The words shown in green in the text above are 
possessive pronouns. We use possessive pronouns to 
take the place of nouns (or noun phrases) to show 
ownership.  Don’t confuse the contraction it’s, which 
stands for it is, with the possessive form its. The 
possessive form of it is its. Here’s a sentence to help you 
remember this rule: It’s [it is] called the potato state, but 
its [Idaho’s] most beautiful site is Shoshone Falls.  
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  The Opening Ceremonies for the 2012 Summer Olympics took 
place July 27, 2012 in London, England. Do you know where 
Michael Phelps and many other American swimmers trained 
for their Olympic events? Right here in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. Since 1978, this has been the home of the United 
States Olympic Committee and the training center for American 
Olympic athletes in many different sports. If you’d like, we can 
take a free tour of the complex, which starts every half hour. 
The tour includes a short film and a walk around the facilities, 
including the gymnasiums, weightlifting and wrestling centers, 
and the aquatics area. The tour takes about an hour. If you’re 
interested, we can make a stop at the gift shop to pick up a 
souvenir. I love the Olympics!  

 

 

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

A conditional sentence is a sentence that consists of two 
parts—a condition (usually preceded by the word if) and 
a result (an expression of what will happen because of 
the condition). The sentences in purple in the text are 
conditional sentences.  
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  What is one mile deep, 277 miles long, and 18 miles wide in some places? 
It’s our next stop—the Grand Canyon. Almost five million people come to 
Arizona every year to see and experience this amazing work of nature. 
The colors, layers, and formations of rocks are indescribable. You must 
see and experience the Grand Canyon to believe it. If you’re in very good 
shape and have all the time in the world, you can hike to the canyon 
floor. Once there, you can camp out, ride a mule, or take a trip on the 
Colorado River that runs through the canyon. There are some very scary 
rapids on the river! Don’t forget that you also have to hike back up to the 
rim. Most people only see the Grand Canyon from vistas along the rim. 
Then they may have a picnic in the park or eat at one of the restaurants 
in Grand Canyon Village. It’s my dream to hike the canyon one day, but 
I’m not up to it today. What about you?  

 

 

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

Figurative language paints word pictures for listeners or readers and requires them to use 
their imagination to grasp the intended meaning. In figurative language, the literal 
meaning of a word, phrase, or statement is different from its intended meaning. In the 
text above, indescribable and all the time in the world are examples of hyperbole, which is 
deliberate exaggeration. It is certainly possible to describe the colors, layers, and 
formations of rocks, but the writer wants to make a point by exaggerating. Similarly, you 
wouldn’t literally need all the time in the world to hike the Grand Canyon, but you’d need 
to have more than an hour or two. An idiom is a figure of speech. In the text above, when 
referring to hiking the Grand Canyon, the writer says she’s not up to it. This is an idiom that 
means not being able to do or handle something.  
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Attention Grammar Gallery Travelers! 

There’s still a lot more to do and explore. What’s next?  

TAKE A QUIZ. Click on the link below. You can test your knowledge AND 

impress your family.  

http://www.grammargallery.org/westquiz1.html 

VISIT OTHER SITES IN THE WEST. Check out links to other places in the 

West that you can “visit.” There are also links to sites with more 

information about the places we explored together. Click here to get started. 

WRITE A STORY ABOUT THE WEST. We are looking for student authors! 

Can you write a story about one of the places you visited in the West? It can 

be a made-up story, a story with facts, or a story that combines facts with 

made-up characters and events. Click here to submit your story. 

Thank you so much for traveling with us to the West! 
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