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Welcome Grammar Gallery Travelers! 

Thank you for visiting the South with us. There 

are two guides for this trip. Your first guide is 

Heera. She lives in Texas. Your second guide is 

Brandon. He lives in Virginia.  

Heera and Brandon will take you to some 

interesting places in the South. You also will learn 

about the English language. Pay attention to the 

“Let’s Look at the Language” boxes. After the 

trip, you will answer questions about what you 

read. Have fun! 

Texas, Tennessee, 
Florida, North Carolina, 
and Virginia 

 

 Heera and her 
niece at a park in 
Texas 

 Brandon on a lake in North Carolina 
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The South is a large region of the United States. There are 16 Southern states— 

Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, 

Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 

Virginia, and West Virginia. Many Southern states have beautiful beaches and 

important historical sites. The Southern states enjoy warm weather in the 

summer, but it is humid. 

What is the South? 
Let’s Look at the Language 

An adjective is a word that describes 
a noun—a person, place, or thing. 
The words large, beautiful, and 
important are adjectives.   
 

Adjectives are sometimes placed 
after the noun: 
It is humid. 
 

Adjectives are sometimes placed 
before the noun: 
The South is a large region. 
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Do you know what the word Texas means? It comes 

from the word tejas, which means “friends.” Texans 

are very friendly. They are also very proud of their 

state and its history. Have you heard of the Alamo? 

It’s one of the most important sites in Texas. At first, 

the Alamo was a mission where Indians came to 

learn about Christianity. Later, it became an army 

post. During a war with Mexico, a small group of 

Texans fought a battle there. Did they win the 

battle? No, the Texans lost. However, the Alamo 

became a symbol of a heroic fight for freedom. 

Let’s Look at the Language 

A question is a sentence that asks a listener or 
reader for information. Questions end with a 
question mark (?). The three sentences shown 
in blue are questions. You can answer these 
questions with the words yes  or no . 
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 These historical pictures show the Alamo.  

 This drawing shows how the Alamo looked 
in the 1830s. 
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For years, visitors have come to Memphis to 

visit Graceland, the home of Elvis Presley. He 

was one of the most famous rock and roll 

singers in the world. Teenagers loved to watch 

him perform. After he died, Graceland was 

opened to the public as a museum. It became a 

National Historic Landmark in 2006.  Today, 

more people visit Graceland than the White 

House in Washington, D.C.!  

 

 

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

We use regular plural nouns to name more 
than one person, place, or thing. We make a 
regular noun plural by adding -s, -es, or –ies to 
the end of the word. The words years, singers, 
and teenagers are plural. They all end with the 
letter –s. The word people is an irregular plural. 
The singular of people is person.  
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Today we will join many other people who vacation 

in Florida. We will not go for the food and shopping 

in Miami and Fort Lauderdale. Instead, we will drive 

to the Florida Keys. The Florida Keys are a group of 

islands off the coast of Florida. There are many 

beautiful beaches in the Keys. While we are there, 

we will go fishing and boating. We’ll also relax on 

the beach. If we’re lucky, we will find some seashells 

on the beach.   

 

 

 

Credit: Tsaetre 

Let’s Look at the Language 

The simple future tense is a verb tense that 
tells you an action or condition will happen in 
the future—the time after now.  To form the 
simple future tense, we can add will to the 
base form of the verb. The verbs shown in 
blue are simple future tense verbs. 
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I love to visit North Carolina, especially the Outer Banks—a group of 

islands where many people vacation. I like to run on the beach and 

play in the water. I want to show you the town of Kitty Hawk. The 

Wright Brothers flew the first airplane there on December 17, 1903. 

That was a long time ago!  

 

 

 

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

The words in red are prepositions. A preposition is a word that is used 
before a noun or pronoun to show time (before school), place (in the 
Midwest), direction (to the park), or ownership (the arm of the chair). 
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Today we’re going to visit Jamestown and learn about 

the first permanent English settlement in America. 

English colonists founded this settlement in 1607. Not 

many buildings still stand, but you will still feel like you 

are in the original Jamestown settlement. You can watch 

a demonstration of how the colonists made bread or 

created their own tools. It’s important to read about 

history, but it’s more fun to see it with your own eyes!   

 

 

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

We use conjunctions to connect words, 
phrases, clauses, and sentences. The 
word and is a conjunction. We use and 
in lists to connect two or more people, 
places, actions, descriptions, or things. 
The words but and or are also 
conjunctions. 
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Attention Grammar Gallery Travelers! 

There’s still a lot more to do and explore. What’s next?  

TAKE A QUIZ. Click on the link below. You can test your knowledge AND 

impress your family.  

http://www.grammargallery.org/southquiz2.html 

VISIT OTHER SITES IN THE SOUTH. Check out links to other places in the 

South that you can “visit.” There are also links to sites with more 

information about the places we explored together. Click here to get started. 

WRITE A STORY ABOUT THE SOUTH. We are looking for student authors! 

Can you write a story about one of the places you visited in the South? It 

can be a made-up story, a story with facts, or a story that combines facts 

with made-up characters and events. Click here to submit your story. 

Thank you so much for traveling with us to the South! 
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