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Welcome Grammar Gallery Travelers! 

Thank you for visiting the Northeast with me. My 

name is Marisela Funes, and I’m going to be your 

guide for this trip. I live in Maine.  

I am going to take you whale watching off the coast 

of Maine and to a Broadway play in New York City, 

New York. I will also show you the Liberty Bell in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and take you on a tour 

an old textile mill in Massachusetts. Pay attention to 

the “Let’s Look at the Language” boxes. After the 

trip, you will answer questions about what you read. 

Have fun! 

 
Maine, New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Massachusetts  

 

  Marisela and her children picking apples in Maine. 
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The Northeast is a small but important region of 

the United States. It includes nine states—

Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 

Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 

Rhode Island, and Vermont. People come to the 

Northeast for its beautiful coasts and important 

historical sites. The Northeastern states enjoy 

lovely summers, but the winters there are cold.  

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

An adjective is a word that describes a 
noun—a person, place, or thing. The words 
small, beautiful, and important are 
adjectives.   
 
Adjectives are sometimes placed after the 
noun: The winters are cold. 
 
Adjectives are sometimes placed before 
the noun: The Northeast has important 
historical sites. 

 
 

 

What is the Northeast? 
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Let’s Look at the Language 

A question is a sentence that asks a listener or 
reader for information. Questions end with a 
question mark (?). The four sentences shown in 
blue are questions. You can answer these 
questions with the words yes  or no . 
 

 

Did you know that Maine is often called a 

vacation wonderland? You can climb 

mountains, hike in the forests, or fish in the 

lakes. You can also go on a whale-watching 

trip. Have you ever seen a whale? You can see 

lots of them off the coast of Maine. Do you 

know why whales come to this area? It’s 

because the waters here are filled with the sea 

life they eat. Do you see the huge tail over 

there? Whales are the largest living animals in 

the world.  
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Let’s Look at the Language 

We use regular plural nouns to name more than one person, 
place, or thing. We make a regular noun plural by adding -s, -es, 
or –ies to the end of the word. The words sites, streets, plays, and 
tickets are plural. They all end with the letter –s. The word people is 
an irregular plural. The singular of people is person.  

 

We can visit many different sites in 

New York City. Many people want 

to see the Statue of Liberty or the 

Empire State Building. Many like to 

see New York’s famous streets such 

as Wall Street and Madison Avenue.  

I want to take you to one of the 

plays on Broadway. We can buy 

tickets to see “The Lion King” or 

“Mamma Mia.”   
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This is the Liberty Bell. American colonists placed the bell in 

Independence Hall and rang it loudly on July 4, 1776. Later, the bell 

was damaged. The colonists discussed whether they should fix it or 

leave it as is. They repaired it, but it cracked again in 1846. It was 

never rung again. The bell is a symbol of America’s freedom and 

independence. 

 

 
Let’s Look at the Language 

Conjunctions connect words, phrases, clauses, and sentences. The word and is 
a conjunction. We use and in lists to connect two or more people, places, 
actions, descriptions, or things. The words but and or are also conjunctions. 
 

  
 

  This painting is called “The 
Bell's First Note.” 
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Like other states in the Northeast, Massachusetts has many historical sites. However, I like to take 

visitors to the Boott Cotton Mills in Lowell, Massachusetts. It is located on the Merrimack River. In the 

1800s, Lowell was home to many large mills. They produced textiles of wool and other materials. This 

mill shows what working conditions were like for Americans before computers.  

 

 

 

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

The words in red are prepositions. A preposition is a word that is used before a noun or pronoun to show time (before 
computers), place (in the Northeast), direction (to the Boott Cotton mills), or ownership (tools of the factory). 
 
 

 

 These machines are in the Boott 
Cotton Mill and Museum. 
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Attention Grammar Gallery Travelers! 

There’s still a lot more to do and explore. What’s next?  

TAKE A QUIZ. Click on the link below. You can test your knowledge AND impress 

your family.  

http://www.grammargallery.org/nequiz2.html 

VISIT OTHER SITES IN THE NORTHEAST. Check out links to other places in the 

Northeast that you can “visit.” There are also links to sites with more information 

about the places we explored together. Click here to get started. 

WRITE A STORY ABOUT THE NORTHEAST. We are looking for student authors! Can 

you write a story about one of the places you visited in the Northeast? It can be a 

made-up story, a story with facts, or a story that combines facts with made-up 

characters and events. Click here to submit your story. 

Thank you so much for traveling with us to the Northeast! 
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