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Welcome Grammar Gallery Travelers! 

Thank you for coming with me to the Midwest. This 

is a picture of my daughter and me. We are at TD 

Ameritrade Park. It is a famous baseball park in 

Omaha, Nebraska. We are going to explore many 

places in the Midwest. We also will learn about the 

English language. Pay attention to the “Let’s Look at 

the Language” boxes. After our trip, you will answer 

questions about what you read.  

Have fun! 

Jennifer, Grammar Gallery Tour Guide  

Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, 
Missouri, Nebraska, and 
South Dakota 
 

 The Gateway Arch 
in St. Louis, Missouri 
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The Midwest is a part of the United States. 

The following states are in the Midwest: 

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 

Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North 

Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin.  

There are some small hills in the Midwest. 

However, most of the land is flat. This is 

what makes it a great place for farming.  

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

An adjective is a word that describes a noun—a 
person, place, or thing. The words flat, small, and 
great are adjectives.   
 

Adjectives are sometimes placed after the noun: 
The land is flat. 
 

Adjectives are sometimes placed before the noun: 
There is a small hill. 
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We are here, in 
downtown Chicago! 

Let’s Look at the Language 

A question is a sentence that asks a listener or 
reader for information. Questions end with a 
question mark (?). The two sentences shown 
in blue are questions: Do you like pizza? Do 
you like to sightsee? You can answer these 
questions with the words yes  or no . 
 

 

Chicago is the largest city in the Midwest. There many 

great things to do here. Do you like pizza? Chicago has 

delicious pizza. Do you like to sightsee? Chicago’s Harold 

Washington Library is the largest public library in the 

world. Lincoln Park Zoo is one of the oldest zoos in the 

country. The City Gallery is a place where Chicago artists 

display their work. The Cloud Gate Sculpture is in 

Millennium Park. It’s a great place to take pictures! 
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We are here, at Effigy Mounds National Monument!  

Let’s Look at the Language 

We use regular plural nouns to name 
more than one person, place, or thing. 
We make a regular noun plural by 
adding -s, -es, or –ies to the end of the 
word. The words mounds, Americans, 
years, and shapes are plural. They all 
end with the letter –s. 
 

 

Effigy Mounds National Monument is in Iowa. There are more 

than 200 mounds here. A mound is a raised piece of earth. 

Native Americans built these mounds a very long time ago. They 

came to this area because of all the natural resources here.  

Experts believe Native Americans built these mounds over a 

span of more than 2,000 years. Many of the mounds are effigy 

mounds. An effigy mound is in the shape of an animal, symbol, or 

figure. The most common shapes here are the bear and the bird.  
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Some people call Sleeping Bear Dunes “The Most Beautiful Place in 

America.” This area is filled with forests and lakes. The cliffs are 400 feet 

above Lake Michigan. There are sandy beaches along the shore. There are 

forests and lakes. There are many different kinds of animals and plants. 

You’ll also see many old farms in this area. Look around and enjoy! 

 

 

 

We are here, 
at Sleeping 
Bear Dunes!  

Let’s Look at the Language 

The to be verb is used often in English. The verbs shown in red—is and are—are the simple 
present tense form of to be. We use is with singular subjects such as area, and are with plural 
subject such as cliffs. The to be verb is used to express a state of being or general truth.  
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We are here, at Talking 
Rocks Cavern!  

This is Talking Rocks Cavern. A 

cavern is a large underground 

space. Once you are inside 

Talking Rocks Cavern, you will 

see rocks of different shapes and 

sizes. You will learn how the 

rocks were formed. You also will 

see plants and animals. There are 

several caverns to explore. Indian 

Creek Caverns is the longest cave 

in southwest Missouri. The 

Indian Creek Caverns tour will 

take 4-6 hours.  

 

 

 

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

The simple future tense is a verb tense that tells you an 
action or condition will happen in the future—the time after 
now.  To form the simple future tense, we add will to the 
base form of the verb. The verbs shown in blue—will learn, 
will see, and will take—are simple future tense verbs. 
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We are here, at      TD 
Ameritrade Park!  

Take me out to the ball game, 

Take me out with the crowd. 

Buy me some peanuts and Cracker Jack, 

I don’t care if I never get back. 

Let me root, root, root for the home team. 

If they don’t win it’s a shame. 

For its ONE, TWO, THREE strikes, you’re out, 

At the old ball game. 
 

 

 

 

We’re in Omaha, Nebraska, my hometown! Omaha is the 

largest city in Nebraska. TD Ameritrade Park is a baseball 

park in Omaha. This park is sometimes called "The Trade." 

The College World Series is played here. The College World 

Series is a famous baseball tournament. Batter up! 

 

 

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

The word in is a preposition. A preposition is a word 
that is used before a noun or pronoun to show time 
(before school), place (in the Midwest), direction (to 
the park), or ownership (the arm of the chair). 
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We are here, at      
Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial!  

Welcome to South Dakota! Look at the top of that mountain. 

You can see the faces of four American presidents: George 

Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and 

Theodore Roosevelt. A sculptor named Gutzon Borglum carved 

their faces into the mountain. It took him 14 years. Mount 

Rushmore is a symbol of America. Around three million people 

visit Mount Rushmore each year. They come to see the 

monument and the natural beauty around it. 

 

 

 

Let’s Look at the Language 

We use conjunctions to connect words, 
phrases, clauses, and sentences. The 
word and is a conjunction. We use and 
in lists to connect two or more people, 
places, actions, descriptions, or things. 
The words but and or are also 
conjunctions. 
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Attention Grammar Gallery Travelers! 

There’s still a lot more to do and explore. What’s next?  

TAKE A QUIZ. Click on the link below. You can test your knowledge AND 

impress your family.  

www.grammargallery.org/mwquiz2.html 

VISIT OTHER SITES IN THE MIDWEST. Check out links to other places in the 

Midwest that you can “visit.” There are also links to sites with more 

information about the places we explored together. Click here to get started. 

WRITE A STORY ABOUT THE MIDWEST. We are looking for student 

authors! Can you write a story about one of the places you visited in the 

Midwest? It can be a made-up story, a story with facts, or a story that 

combines facts with made-up characters and events. Click here to submit 

your story. 

Thank you so much for traveling with us to the Midwest! 

 

  

 

http://www.grammargallery.org/
http://www.grammargallery.org/mwquiz2.html
http://www.grammargallery.org/mwlinks.html
http://www.teacherwritingcenter.org/storysubmit.html
http://www.teacherwritingcenter.org/storysubmit.html


Page | 11 ©Copyright 2020, The Teacher Writing Center, a division of SG Consulting, Inc. Grammar Gallery Spring Break Program, 
www.grammargallery.org. Permission to use for non-profit, educational purposes only.  

Photo Credits 
 

Page 1 

Dean Franklin (Mount Rushmore) 

Rklawton (Talking Rocks Cavern) 

Skinzfan23 (TD Ameritrade Park) 

Page 4 

Mindfrieze (Chicago) 

Page 5 

© National Park Service (aerial view of mounds) 

Page 8 

Skinzfan23 (TD Ameritrade Park) 

Page 9 

Bbadgett (Mount Rushmore) 

http://www.grammargallery.org/

