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The greatest medicine …  

 “The greatest medicine of all is teaching               

people how not to need it.” 
— Hippocrates 

 

Hippocrates was a doctor in ancient Greece. He is sometimes referred to as the “father of medicine.” 
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EXCHANGE INFORMATION & IDEAS 
 
1. Explain how the photographs relate to the quote from Hippocrates.  
 
OFFER OPINIONS 

 
2. Do you agree with this statement by Hippocrates? Why or why now?    

COLLABORATE & PRESENT  
 
3. Give a short presentation in which you share how healthy living can help prevent the 

need for medicine. Include specific examples in your presentation.   

Think Critically 
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This reading includes an important academic vocabulary word.  
 

Word/Phrase Part of 
Speech 

Meaning(s) Used in a Sentence 

refer to as idiom 
 

to call someone by another 
name or title 

People refer to Eduardo as “Mr. 
Happy” because he is always in a 
good mood.  

  

Academic Vocabulary Focus 

People sometimes refer 
to apples as “nature’s 
candy.” 
 
Why do you think 
people sometimes refer 
to apples in this way?  
Explain your answer.    
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1. What does “medicine” refer to in the following sentence? The greatest medicine of all is teaching 
people how not to need it. 
 

 surgery 

 lesson 

 prescription 

 
2. Which of the following statements is true? 

 

 Hippocrates believed in giving people as much medicine as possible.  

 Hippocrates believed that healthy living could prevent the need for medicine. 

 Hippocrates believed that medicine was useless.  

 
3. What do all the photographs have in common?    

 

 They all show doctors. 

 They all show food. 

 They all show ways to stay healthy. 

 
4. Which of the following activities might prevent the need for medicine?  

 

 Going to school. 

 Exercising 4-5 times a week. 

 Shopping for new clothes. 

 
5. Choose the best word to complete this sentence: Hippocrates is sometimes _ _ _ _ the “father of 

medicine.” 
 

 recalled 

 called 

 identified 
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