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riting a summary is an 

important skill in the general 

education classroom and beyond. 

Beginning in Grade 4, the Common Core 

State Standards (CCSS) for Reading 

(Literature and Informational Text; see 

RL.4.2 and RI.4.2) emphasize that students 

should be able to identify the main ideas of 

a longer text and relay the gist of that text. The 

CCSS for Writing for Grade 5 (see W.5.8) require 

students to write summaries.   

 

When you are ready to teach summary writing or 

review that skill, display the following page and 

review the information. Print out a copy and 

encourage students to refer to this reference.  

 

Next month in the Academic Support Resources for the Common Core Standards: 
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Coming in February 2014  

Grammar Gallery users ... 

Click here to find more on 

“Summaries.”  

 

Not a Grammar Gallery user yet? 

Try it RISK FREE! This systematic 

program includes thousands of 

resources to address the CCSS. Sign up 

for a free trial today. 

www.grammargallery.org 

http://www.grammargallery.org/
http://www.mygrammargallery.org/4wg_advclause.pdf
http://www.grammargallery.org/overview.html
http://www.grammargallery.org/overview.html
http://www.teacherwritingcenter.org/GGRequestReview.html
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Writing a Summary 
 

A summary is a short version of a longer text. It tells the main idea of the 

longer reading, but leaves out most details. A summary is often only 3-5 

sentences, but it can be as long as several paragraphs.  
 

 
Example 
 

    Longer Reading   

  
 
 

 Summary (Shorter Version)  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

When you write a summary … 
DO: 
 Write about the main ideas.   
 Use your own words and key 

words from the text. 
 Keep it short (usually 3-5 sentences)! 
 

 
DON’T: 

X Include the details. 
X Add your opinion. 

Other names for a summary:  
 abstract 
 executive summary 
 precis 

http://www.grammargallery.org/

