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Dear Educator, 

We’re pleased to present you with our special May reading, “Ignacio 

Garcia – Road Hero,” a story about a truck driver who saved a boy’s life. 

We’re presenting this story in observance of National Transportation Week, 

celebrated the third week of May. This special week honors the men and 

women who, night and day, move goods and individuals throughout the 

United States. 

This reading and all the readings in Grammar Gallery’s Reading Gallery 

reinforce the grammatical forms students are learning. These readings 

teach students how to access 

academic content, and they also 

introduce students to a wide 

variety of reading genres.  

In addition to focusing on an 

American road hero, this reading 

reinforces contractions. This 

reading and the comprehension 

questions that follow are 

especially designed for students at 

Levels 3-5. 

As a reminder, you and your 

students also can submit readings 

for publication in our 2012 special 

reading series. Click here for the 

submission guidelines. We’d love 

to publish YOUR stories!  

Sincerely, 

The Grammar Gallery Team 

http://www.grammargallery.org/
http://www.grammargallery.org/subguide.html
http://www.grammargallery.org/subguide.html
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ynette Washington packed up her car, bundled her 

8-year-old son Mike inside, and began their much-

anticipated journey from California to Texas. Lynette 

and Mike weren’t moving to Texas or going there to see 

the sights. No, their trip was much more important than 

that. They were off to see a very special soldier—Lynette’s 

husband and Mike’s father, Corporal Jim Washington. 

Corporal Washington had just returned from a three-year 

tour of duty in Afghanistan and was very eager to see his 

wife and son. When he called to let Lynette know he was 

at Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas, he told her, “I can’t wait to 

see you and Mike. You mean the world to me. Travel 

safely. I’ll see you on Saturday.”   

 

The drive was uneventful until Lynette and Mike got to 

New Mexico. On a stretch of 1-10 near Lordsburg, a 

sudden windstorm blew so much dust into the air that it 

was almost impossible to see. Lynette’s car ran off the 

road and slammed into a ditch. She was terrified and 

shaking. She had some cuts and her head was throbbing. 

However, when she 

saw that Mike was hurt, 

she ignored her injuries 

and scrambled out of 

the car to call 911 and 

flag down help.  

 

There wasn’t much traffic on this stretch of the highway, 

and the few cars that passed didn’t stop. Lynette was 

almost hysterical with fear for her son when she saw a big 

rig truck slowly maneuver to the shoulder of the highway. 

Ignacio Garcia jumped out of the cab of the truck and 

ran to help.  

L 

http://www.grammargallery.org/


 

Copyright ©2012 The Teacher Writing Center, a division of SG Consulting, Inc. Permission granted to use for educational purposes only. www.grammargallery.org  
 

"She was out in the middle of road," Garcia remembers. “I 

could see she was terrified and needed help.” Lynette 

frantically explained that her son was in the car and 

needed help. Mike wasn’t breathing and his pulse was 

very weak. Garcia gently lifted him out of the car, placed 

him flat on the ground, and began performing CPR.  While 

he was doing chest compressions, he spoke quietly to 

Lynette to keep her calm and focused. He told Lynette 

about his own young son who loved baseball and had just 

joined the Boy Scouts. “That’s how I learned CPR,” Garcia 

said. “The American Heart Association trained us.”   

 

Garcia performed CPR until paramedics arrived. "It 

seemed like hours," Garcia said, "but I think it was only 

about five minutes until they arrived." Lynette later recalled 

the scene: “It was amazing to see this big trucker help my 

son. Mr. Garcia was so calm and confident. He had a son, 

too. I felt like everything was going to be okay.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As soon as Garcia was assured that Mike was in good 

hands with the paramedics, he continued on his route 

toward Dallas. Meanwhile, Corporal Washington was 

growing increasingly worried as he waited in El Paso for his 

wife and son. Hours later, Lynette called him and said, 

“Mike’s in the hospital. He’s in critical condition, but he’s 

going to survive.” Later, the doctors told them that 

Garcia’s heroic efforts saved Mike’s life.  
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When the Washington family returned to their home in 

California, they contacted NSM Trucking Company, Garcia’s 

employer. They wanted to thank Garcia for his kindness and 

heroism. Elias Castillo, the president of NSM Trucking, said of 

Garcia: "His willingness to help and his quick action saved a 

boy’s life. We couldn't be more proud to have him on our 

team."   

 

The Washington and Garcia families continue to stay in 

touch.  Mike texts the man he calls "My Road Hero.” Garcia 

has invited the Washington family to his home in Chicago to 

meet his wife and their son. The families plan to go to a Cubs 

game at Wrigley Field.  

 

"Ignacio Garcia is the 

reason Mike’s alive," said 

Lynette Washington. “He’s 

our hero.” 

 
  

BE A HERO—LEARN CPR! 
 
CPR stands for cardiopulmonary resuscitation. If a person’s 

breathing and blood circulation stops, death can occur in 

fewer than eight minutes. That’s where CPR comes into 

play. CPR is designed to restore a person’s blood 

circulation and breathing. Originally, CPR involved mouth-

to-mouth resuscitation first, followed by chest 

compressions. However, recently the American Heart 

Association issued new standards. These guidelines now 

emphasize chest compressions first, followed by mouth-

to-mouth resuscitation.  

CPR is used in many different emergencies, including 

accidents, drowning, suffocation, poisoning, and smoke 

inhalation. The American Heart Association recommends 

that all Americans understand CPR and learn how to 

perform it by taking a course. Someday, you could be a 

hero in someone’s life. For more information about CPR, 

contact the American Heart Association. 
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Nikki Mitchell lives in Southern California. 

She is a teacher at Excelsior Charter School, 

a public charter school in Victorville, 

California that blends classroom 

instruction, independent study, and online 

classes to meet the needs of individual 

students. Mitchell travels California’s 

freeways and highways often. She 

appreciates road heroes like Ignacio 

Garcia, the protagonist of this story. 

http://www.grammargallery.org/
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1. What is another word for “uneventful” in the following sentence? The drive was uneventful until they 
got to New Mexico. 

   
 ordinary 

 action-packed 

 frightening  

 
2. Why did Corporal Washington begin to worry? 

  
 He didn’t know why his wife and son were late to meet him. 

 He didn’t know if he had to go back to Afghanistan. 

 He didn’t know how to perform CPR.  

  
3. How long did it take for the paramedics to arrive at the accident scene? 

 
 about five minutes 

 about an hour 

 about 20 minutes 

 
4. Why did Mike need help right away? 

 
 He wasn’t breathing. 

 He was bleeding. 

 He had a heart murmur. 

 
5. Choose the best word to complete this sentence: Lynette Washington said _ _ _ _ _ thankful that 

Ignacio Garcia stopped to help her.  
 
 she’s 

 you’re 

 it’s  
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6. Write a paragraph answering the questions below. First, think about what you will write. Include details and 
examples. Write complete sentences. Check that you are using correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 
Make your writing clear. Use two or more contractions (wasn’t, that’s) in your paragraph. 

 
Why do you think most people did not stop to help Lynette Washington and her son? Why do you think 

Ignacio Garcia stopped to help? What would you have done? 

 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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