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For each new morning with its light, 

For rest and shelter of the night, 

For health and food, for love and friends, 

For everything Thy goodness sends. 

~Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

Dear Educator, 

As we contemplate the sentiments of 

Thanksgiving, we are reminded of the 

important role students play in each 

other’s lives. This month, we are proud to 

present you with a heartfelt reading, 

“Thankful for Charlie,” by elementary 

school teacher Caryn Seiler. “Thankful for 

Charlie” tells the story of two boys who 

look out for one another and forge a 

special friendship.  

This reading and all the readings in 

Grammar Gallery’s Reading Gallery 

reinforce the grammatical forms students 

are learning. “Thankful for Charlie” 

highlights contractions and is especially 

appropriate for students at Levels 2-4. All 

the Grammar Gallery readings teach 

students how to access academic content, and also introduce students 

to a wide variety of reading genres.  

We are thankful for all that you do to meet the needs of your students. 

From our families to yours: Happy Thanksgiving! 

Sincerely, 

The Grammar Gallery Team 

http://www.grammargallery.org/
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hen the bell rang, Drew quickly grabbed his backpack and ran out of the classroom. He had 

already missed the bus twice this month, and he wasn’t going to let it happen again. As he ran 

through the hallway, Drew heard a familiar chant: Drew, Drew can’t tie his shoe. Drew, Drew 

what’s wrong with you?  

 

Drew had heard Avery and Carson say this many times, but it still hurt every time he heard it. Drew understood 

that most fourth graders knew how to tie their shoes. He just wasn’t one of those fourth graders. His father had 

shown him how to do it so many times, but he just couldn’t get it right. He felt like a failure. 

 

Drew got on the bus and sat down next to Charlie Myers. Charlie was a quiet kid, but he always smiled at Drew. 

Charlie lived with a foster family because his mother was sick and couldn’t take care of him. Drew didn’t live 

with his mother either, so he and Charlie had something in common. 

W 

By Caryn Seiler 
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“Why do you let those kids tease you?” asked Charlie. Drew didn’t realize that Charlie had heard Avery and 

Carson making fun of him. He felt embarrassed.  

 

“They’re right,” responded Drew. “I don’t know how to 

tie my shoes. My dad ties them in the morning, but if 

they come undone during the day, I’m stuck.” 

 

Charlie didn’t say anything. Drew got off the bus and 

jumped over a pile of fall leaves. He wasn’t going to let 

the shoelace problem ruin the rest of his afternoon. On 

the bright side, Thanksgiving was just a week away, 

and Drew would get to see his mother.  
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The next morning at school, Drew spotted Avery and Carson in the hallway. He 

turned around quickly, hoping they wouldn’t see him, but it was too late. Drew, 

Drew can’t tie his shoe. Drew, Drew what’s wrong with you? Drew, Drew can’t tie 

his shoe. Drew, Drew what’s wrong with you? 

 

“There’s nothing wrong with Drew. What’s wrong with YOU?” shouted a voice 

from the other end of the hallway. Drew didn’t recognize the voice. No one had 

ever defended him before. Before Drew could see who had stood up for him, the 

boy turned around and walked the other way. 

 

All day Drew wondered about that mysterious voice. He felt so happy that someone had spoken up for him. He 

just wanted to thank him. He had to figure out who had done it. That afternoon, as soon as the bell rang, Drew 

grabbed his backpack and ran to the bus. He saw Avery and Carson, but they ignored him. The mysterious 

voice had gotten to them! “It’s true,” Drew thought to himself. “There’s nothing wrong with me.” 
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As soon as Drew got on the bus, he saw Charlie smiling at him. “Did they back 

off?” Charlie asked. Suddenly, Drew realized that it was Charlie who had 

defended him in the hallway this morning. There’s nothing wrong with Drew. 

What’s wrong with YOU? 

 

“Wow, thanks Charlie,” Drew said. “Thanks so much for sticking up for me.”  

 

“It was nothing,” Charlie said. “I don’t like to see people teasing my friends. 

 

Friend? Drew didn’t realize that Charlie thought of him as a friend. “Since we’re friends,” Drew said, “how about 

coming to my house for Thanksgiving?” Drew knew that Charlie wasn’t able to be with his mother for 

Thanksgiving this year. Drew knew how that felt. 

 

“That sounds great,” Charlie said. “And I might even be able to teach you how to tie your shoes!”  

4 

If someone is teasing you or your 

friends, speak up! Talk to a teacher 

or another adult if you need help. 
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Caryn Seiler is an advanced academic 

teacher at an elementary school in Fairfax, 

Virginia and the author of several 

children’s books, including Miss Millie and 

the Marbles and Four Dogs and a Police 

Officer. She teaches her students to treat 

each other kindly and with respect. Caryn 

enjoys traveling with her husband and 

playing with their dog “Tony.” 
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1. What is another word for “recognize” in the following sentence? Drew didn’t recognize the voice. 

   
 understand 

 like 

 know  

 
2. Why did Avery and Carson tease Drew? 

  
 because Drew didn’t live with his mother 

 because Drew took the bus to school 

 because Drew didn’t know how to tie his shoes  

  
3. Why did Charlie help Drew? 

 
 He wanted an invitation to Thanksgiving dinner. 

 He didn’t want people teasing his friends. 

 He wanted to sit next to Drew on the bus. 

 
4. Which word best describes Charlie? 

 
 fearful 

 helpful 

 hurtful 

 
5. Choose the best word to complete this sentence: Charlie tells Avery and Carson that _ _ _ _ _ wrong to 

make fun of Drew.  
 
 wasn’t 

 I’m 

 they’re 
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6. Write a paragraph answering the questions below. First, think about what you will write. Include details and 
examples. Write complete sentences. Check that you are using correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 
Make your writing clear. Use two or more contractions (wasn’t, that’s) in your paragraph. 

 
Do you think people should help friends who are being teased? Why or why not? What can you do if you 

see your friend being teased? 
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