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B

eing able to engage in discussions
(one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher led) is an important skill

in the general education classroom and
beyond. Beginning in Grade 3, the Common
Core State Standards (CCSS) for Speaking
& Listening (see SL.3.1) emphasize that
students should be able to express their

www.grammargallery.org

ideas clearly.
When you are ready to teach students
how to start an academic conversation
or review that skill, display the
following page and review the
information. Print out a copy and
encourage students to refer to this
resource.

Grammar Gallery users ...
Click here to go to the Reading Gallery and
have students practice having academic
conversations using the “Think Critically”
questions after each reading.

Not a Grammar Gallery user yet?
Try it RISK FREE! This systematic program
includes thousands of resources to address the
CCSS. Sign up for a free trial today.
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Starting an Academic Conversation
An academic conversation is a discussion about a school subject. A teacher often starts an
academic conversation (or discussion) by asking questions related to a topic you are
studying or a book you are reading.
Example: In The Hunger Games, Catniss took her sister’s place. Why do you think she
made that decision?
Sometimes, a student will prompt an academic discussion.
Example: I’m not sure whether the Roman Empire fell or if it gradually lost power. What
are your thoughts?

Other Ways to Start an Academic Discussion
Start with a statement and follow up with a question that can’t be answered “yes” or “no.”
Statements

Follow-Up Questions

I think the main idea of this [book, film, article, etc.] might be _____.

What do you think?

In the [book, film, article, etc.], I noticed that _____.

What are your ideas?

I think the author is trying to _____.

How do you respond?

I think _____ is one of the lessons we can learn from _____.

How did you feel about that?

I enjoyed the [book, film, article, etc.], but am still confused about _____.

What is your position?

I can relate to the [book, film, article, etc.] because _____.

What is your perspective?

In my opinion, _____.

When you start an academic discussion …
DO:
 State your ideas clearly.
 Look at the person or people you are talking to.
 Ask questions to encourage discussion.

DON’T:
X Do all the talking.
X Say anything hurtful.
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