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LEAP YEAR READING 
GRAMMAR 

GALLERY 

Dear Educator, 

We are excited to present you with our special February reading 

written by guest author Emily Washer, an eighth-grade student 

in Nebraska. You and your students also can submit readings for 

publication in our 2012 special reading series. Click here for the 

submission guidelines. 

This reading and all the readings in Grammar Gallery’s new 

Reading Gallery reinforce the grammatical forms students are 

learning, teach them how to access academic content, and 

instill in them a love for reading. Click here to learn more about 

our Reading Gallery GRAND OPENING celebration.    

This month’s reading, a fictional story about a boy born on a 

leap day, reinforces object pronouns. This reading is especially 

appropriate for English learners at Levels 2-4.  

The Grammar Gallery Team 

Why Do We Have Leap Years? 

We have a leap year every four years in order to 

synchronize the calendar year with the seasons or 

tropical year. The tropical year is 365.242 days long, 

so a leap year must be added about once every four 

years. In a leap year, the extra day (called leap day) 

is added to February, so February 29 only occurs 

every four years. In the Gregorian calendar used by 

most of the world, there is a leap year every year 

divisible by four except for years both divisible by 

100 and not divisible by 400. For example, the year 

2000 was a leap year, but the year 1900 was not.  

http://www.grammargallery.org/
http://www.grammargallery.org/subguide.html
http://www.grammargallery.org/subguide.html
http://www.grammargallery.org/rggo.html
http://www.grammargallery.org/rggo.html
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By Emily Washer  
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 Kenny looked at the calendar. It was February 21, 2011. “I hate my birthday,” Kenny grumbled 

to himself. The six-year-old boy didn’t understand why he wasn’t going to have a birthday this year. It 

didn’t seem fair to him. 

 You see, Kenny was born on February 29, 2004. In most years, February only has 28 days. 

However, every four years, another special day is added to the end of February. When this happens, 

it’s called a leap year. Since Kenny was born in a leap year on the 29th day of February, he only has a 

birthday every four years. And 2011 wasn’t one of those years. 
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“You have the most special birthday of all,” Kenny’s mother 

Sue told him. “You should be proud of it!” Kenny wanted to tell her 

that she was wrong, but he decided to keep quiet—for now.  

“Are you still going to have a birthday party for me?” he asked.  

Kenny imagined himself surrounded by balloons and colorful party 

decorations. His mother smiled.  

“No, sweetie,” she explained. “But next year—in 2012—we 

will have a huge party for you! Doesn’t that sound like a good idea?” 

Kenny was surprised. That did not sound fair at all. All of his friends have a birthday every year. They 

get presents, cake, and parties every year. He was happy for them, but what about him?  
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 The next week was horrible for Kenny. “My mom probably doesn’t love me,” he kept thinking to 

himself. Kenny woke up early on February 28, happy that it was the last day of the month. All morning, 

Kenny noticed that his mom was acting strangely. She was frantically cleaning the house and wouldn’t 

let him in the kitchen. Kenny was still angry with 

her, so he just stayed in his room. 

 Around 11 o’clock, Kenny’s mom asked him 

if he wanted to go to the park. He agreed, 

reluctantly. He was counting down the minutes 

until the day would be over. The other kids at the 

park seemed so happy, but Kenny was miserable.  
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When they got back to the house, Kenny’s mom told him to 

open the door. He opened the door and gasped. Inside were all of 

his buddies wearing party hats and blowing streamers. Presents 

were piled high in the corner, and a cake sat on the kitchen 

counter. 

 “Surprise!” they all screamed.  

 “Are you surprised to see us?” his friend Mauricio asked.  

“Mom,” Kenny whispered. “I thought you said I wasn’t 

having a party this year.” 

 “I wanted to surprise you,” she said. “And by the look on your face, I think I did!” 
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Emily Washer is an eighth-grade student at 

Beveridge Magnet Middle School in 

Nebraska. She has loved writing, reading, 

and hearing stories for as long as she can 

remember. She also enjoys playing volleyball, 

talking with friends, shopping, and 

exercising. One day, Emily hopes to write 

young adult fiction or edit books. 
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1. What is another word for “horrible” in the following sentence that appears on page 4 of the story? The 
next week was horrible for Kenny. 
  
 exciting 

 awful 

 confusing 

 
2. Why does Kenny only have a birthday every four years? 

  
 because he was born in 2011 

 because his mother liked to surprise him 

 because he was born on a leap day 

  
3. According to the story, when is Kenny’s next birthday? 

   
 February 29, 2011 

 February 29, 2012 

 February 29, 2013 

 

4. What surprised Kenny? 
  
 his birthday party 

 his visit to the playground 

 his calendar 

 
5. Write two sentences that tell what happened in this story. Use at least two of the following words in your 

sentences: me, him, her, it, you, us, them.  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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