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Dear Educator, 

We’re pleased to present you with our special 

August reading, “The Sky’s the Limit.” In August 

1932, Amelia Earhart set the women’s nonstop 

transcontinental speed record when she flew 

from Los Angeles to Newark in 19 hours, five 

minutes. As students head back to school this 

month and next, we are reminded of the 

importance of Earhart’s mission in teaching all 

of us what it means to overcome the odds and 

make our dreams come true.  

Many Americans have followed in Earhart’s 

footsteps, including American heroes such as Larry Channel, a pilot 

who holds the honor of being a “Top Gun” in 1987. This month’s 

special reading is an interview with Channel. In addition to 

highlighting Channel’s life as a pilot, this reading also focuses on 

specialized prepositions and is especially appropriate for students at 

Levels 3-5. 

This reading and all the readings in Grammar Gallery’s Reading 

Gallery reinforce the grammatical forms students are learning. These 

readings teach students how to access academic content, and also 

introduce students to a wide variety of reading genres.  

As a reminder, you and your students also can submit readings for 

publication in our 2012 special reading series. Click here for the 

submission guidelines. We’d love to publish YOUR stories!  

Sincerely, 

The Grammar Gallery Team 

http://www.grammargallery.org/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/AE_and_Vega.jpg
http://www.grammargallery.org/subguide.html
http://www.grammargallery.org/subguide.html
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Jennifer C. Washer talks to …  
Larry Channel, an Air Force “Top Gun”  
 
 

In August 1932, Amelia Earhart set the women’s nonstop 

transcontinental speed record when she flew from Los Angeles, 

California to Newark, New Jersey in 19 hours, five minutes. In honor of 

this historic flight, I interviewed an American pilot, Larry Channel, who 

followed in Earhart’s footsteps. In this interview, Channel talks about 

his growing up years, his experience as a pilot, and his current hobby.  

 
 

 

Where did you grow up and go to school?  

I spent my first nine years in rural Nebraska on a farm, 

followed by a couple of moves to small Nebraska 

towns. I was valedictorian of my high school class and 

received an academic scholarship to Doane College. I 

went there from 1966 to 1970 and earned a degree in 

math. After I graduated from college, I enlisted in the 

United States Air Force and spent the next 21 years as a 

pilot traveling throughout the United States and 

around the world on assignments. 

 
 

 

 

  

 Amelia Earhart 

 Larry Channel as a young officer in 
the United States Air Force 
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How does someone become a pilot in the Air Force? 

You first must earn a bachelor’s degree (a four-year degree) from a university. You also have to be a 

commissioned officer in the Air Force. There are several ways to do this, but I earned my commission by 

attending Officer Training School for three months. You also have to pass a physical and have perfect 

20/20 vision. Finally, you have to meet a sitting height so you can fit into the cockpit of the airplane.   

 

How long did it take to become a pilot?  

The Air Force pilot training course is one year, which includes classroom time and about 100 hours of 

flying time. Pilots in training have to fly solo, or alone, on a mission three times during the flying training 

curriculum. 

 

When did you become interested in flying?   

Flying is a feeling like no other. The views when you 

are 30,000 feet off the ground are incredible. That is 

one reason why I continue to fly. My earliest 

recollection of flying is when I was four or five years 

old. My father had a pilot’s license and owned TWO 

airplanes. That was kind of unusual for a farmer in the 

middle of the United States!  After the wheat was 

harvested, he would take me up. I didn’t realize it at 

the time, but the seeds for flying were being planted 

within me just like he planted the seeds for the wheat 

crop on our farm. 

 

Who are your aviation heroes? 

Charles Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart, each in their 

own right, went where nobody had gone before and 

furthered our knowledge of flying. Lindbergh was the 

first to fly a solo nonstop flight across the Atlantic 

Ocean. Earhart was the first woman to fly solo across 

the Atlantic and attempt a journey around the world.  

 

I heard through the grapevine that you are building your own plane. What prompted 

you to take on this enormous project? 

I love flying, I couldn’t afford to buy a plane, and the challenge of building a plane was very intriguing to 

me! Building the plane is just like when I glued model airplanes together as a kid except on a slightly 

larger scale (and much more expensive!). 

 

 

 Channel getting ready for a flight 
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What type of plane are you building?  

It's a little two-seat carbon fiber composite kit plane. Because it is a composite, it doesn’t have the rivets 

you will find in metal airplanes. It's held together by a space-age epoxy (glue) that's stronger than steel.  
 

When do you think the plane will be completed?   

I’ve been working on it for about eight years. I don't have a set timeline as to when it will be done. I don't 

want to make a mistake by hurrying, but I am getting close to the end. I hope by the fall, I’ll be flying it. 

 

Do you have a maiden trip planned? 

After it’s inspected and deemed “airworthy,” I have to fly 40 hours by myself within 25 miles of the 

airport near my home.  Once that is finished, I can take it anywhere with my lovely wife, Sue, sitting next 

to me. 

 

Where do you want to travel in the plane? 

It is designed to go fast, and we plan to take it on trips all over the country.  We may even go up into 

Canada.  One of my bucket list items—the things I want to do before I die—is fly the entire perimeter of 

the continental United States. Of course, we’ll visit family and friends wherever there is a landing strip. 

 
  

 A recent picture of Channel with his 
airplane’s engine in Apple Valley, California  

 

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT … 

"The sky's the limit" is an idiom. It 

means that there are no limits—that 

you set very high goals and work to 

achieve them. Larry Channel achieved 

his goal of becoming a pilot and he's 

working on his new goal—building his 

own airplane! 
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High Flight by Lt. John G. Magee Jr. 

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth 

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings; 

Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth 

Of sun-split clouds—and done a hundred things 

You have not dreamed of—wheeled and soared and swung 

High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there, 

I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung 

My eager craft through footless halls of air. 

 

Up, up the long delirious, burning blue, 

I've topped the windswept heights with easy grace. 

Where never lark, or even eagle flew— 

And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod 

The high untrespassed sanctity of space, 

Put out my hand and touched the face of God. 
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Jennifer C. Washer is Grammar Gallery’s Special Projects Editor. A former 

teacher, Jennifer lives in Omaha, Nebraska with her family.  
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1. What is another word for “recollection” in the following sentence? My earliest recollection of flying is 
when I was four or five years old. 

   
 picture 

 dream 

 memory  

 
2. Which of the following does a person need in order to be a pilot in the U.S. Air Force? 

  
 a degree in math 

 a bachelor’s degree 

 a two-year degree  

  
3. Why does Larry Channel consider Charles Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart aviation heroes? 

 
 They both furthered our knowledge of flying. 

 They both built airplanes. 

 They were both pilots in the U.S. Air Force. 

 
4. What two activities does Larry Channel compare in this interview? 

 
 going to college and joining the Air Force 

 building a model airplane and building a real airplane 

 growing wheat and flying a plane 

 
5. Choose the best word to complete this sentence: The student pilot flew the plane _ _ _ _ _ two hours.  

 
 from 

 with 

 for 
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6. Write a paragraph answering the questions below. First, think about what you will write. Include details and 
examples. Write complete sentences. Check that you are using correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 
Make your writing clear. Use two or more specialized prepositions (for, with) in your paragraph. 

 
Would you like to fly a plane? Why or why not? 

 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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